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inspected and passed; cargo inspected and manifests signed prior to 
sailing. 

May 14, 1904, U. S. Army transport Logan, bound for San Fran- 
cisco via Nagasaki and Honolulu: Crew, 176; cabin passengers, 117; 
third-class passengers, 460; crew and steerage bathed and effects dis- 
infected; vessel washed down with bichloride solution; effects of cabin 
passengers inspected and passed; entire personnel inspected and passed 
prior to sailing; cargo inspected and manifests signed. 

Eleven immigrants were certified for deportation on account of 
having trachoma. 

Seventeen seamen were examined as to color vision and physical 
fitness for licenses as pilots, patrons, or engineers. No rejections. 

Quarantinable diseases — Smallpox in the islands — Difference in viru- 
lence of the disease in the native and American — Danger of importa- 
tion of quarantinable diseases. 

Chief Quarantine Officer Heiser reports, May 31 and June 10 and 
14, as follows: 

During the week 'ended May 21, 1904, the quarantinable diseases 
reported in Manila were as follows: 



Cases. 



Deaths. 



Smallpox . 
Plague 



No report of cholera cases occurring in the provinces of the Phil- 
ippines during the week was received. 
There have been persistent rumors of cholera occurring at different 

Eoints in the islands, but, up to the present time, the board of health 
as been unable to verify these rumors. 

Smallpox continues to be present in many portions of the islands. 
This disease as a rule in the native does not inconvenience him to any 
great extent- and the mortality is very low, possibly not more than from 
5 to 10 per cent. On the other hand, smallpox in the American resi- 
dent is, as a rule, a very serious disease, with a mortality in some 
instances as high as 80 to 90 per cent. 

Medical officers of large experience with smallpox in the islands find 
that either a previous attack of the disease, or a recent successful vac- 
cination is about the only thing that protects an individual from the 
disease. The great difficulty of preserving vaccine virus in this climate 
has a marked effect in reducing the number of successful vaccinations. 
In the majority of cases observed at the local smallpox hospital during 
the past two years, vaccinations done in infancy do not exert any modi- 
fying influence on the severity of an attack of smallpox. It is hoped 
that in a short time statistics will be available in order to verify the 
foregoing statements. 

On May 16, 1904, the steamer Indravetti cleared for New York via 
Hongkong; crew, 62, kept on board while in poi't; all inspected and 
passed at hour of sailing; cargo manifests signed. 

On May 18, 1904, the steamer Shawmut cleared for Tacoma via 
Hongkong and Japan ports; 149 crew, 44 cabin passengers, 85 third- 
class passengers; crew and steerage passengers bathed and effects dis- 
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infected by steam; cabin passengers' baggage passed; decks, crew, and 
steerage compartments washed down with bichloride solution; all per- 
sonnel inspected and passed prior to sailing; cargo manifests signed. 
Week ended May 28, 1904: 



Deaths. 



Smallpox . 
Plague 



Danger of importation of 'quarantinable diseases. 

At probably no time in the history of the American occupation of 
the Philippines have the islands been threatened by quarantinable 
diseases from so many points as at the present time. From reliable 
sources it is learned that plague is epidemic in southern Formosa. 
Several hundred cases were reported during the first two weeks in 
April. 

About 30 cases of plague per week are being reported at Hongkong, 
and in addition to that cholera has made its appearance at that port. 
The latter is considered a great source of danger to the Philippines, 
because the run from Hongkong to Manila is only two days. The 
traffic between these two ports is so heavy that detention for the full 
incubation period of the disease would result in heavy losses. It is 
believed that for the present at least the importation of the disease 
can be guarded against by a rigid inspection of all persons just prior 
to sailing and again upon the arrival of the vessel in the Philippines; 
also by prohibiting the shipment of all suspicious cargo and by pre- 
venting the use of suspicious water or foodstuffs by persons on board 
during the voyage. These measures are being carried out at present. 

The large experience which the service has had with cholera in 
the islands shows that for practical purposes the incubation period of 
cholera is never more than forty-eight hours. For that reason any 
persons who harbored the cholera germ would in all probability show 
evidences of the disease before they could land here. 

Plague has also again made its appearance in and about Amoy in 
epidemic form. Owing to the large number of steerage passengers 
which arrive from that port a letter, a copy of which I inclose, has 
been sent to Doctor Johnson, the consular surgeon at Amoy. It is 
believed that the plan outlined therein will prevent the introduction 
of the disease from that source. This is practically the same plan 
which was used last year and which proved to be successful at that 
time. 

Cholera has also made its appearance at Saigon. There are a great 
number of vessels plying between that port and the Philippines. 
They are principally engaged t in bringing rice from that port. As 
most of the vessels engaged in that business at present nave their 
home port in Manila it has been possible to communicate with the 
masters of these vessels and request them not to take any water at 
SaigonJ to keep their crews aboard while there,, and not to take on 
board as cargo or ship's stores any fresh vegetables or other suspi- 
cious foodstuffs. 
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